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Mennonites from the Island of Kam- 
pen, the Netherlands, on their way 
to church. The woman appears in 
the native dress of this region, but 
the man is dressed after the custom 
of the Swiss Brethren, a group hav- 
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ing settled at Kampen in the 18th 
century. This picture is one in a 
series of Dutch costume prints 
drawn either the end of the 18th 
or the beginning of the 19th cen- 
tury. 
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The 1835 Meeting of 
Virginia Mennonite 
Conference 
By ERNEST G. GEHMAN 


The early meetings of Virginia 
Mennonite Conference before 1860 
were either not recorded or the min- 
utes are not known to exist. The 
one exception to this, however, is 
the record of the meeting held April 
10, 1835, presumably at Weaver’s 
Church near Harrisonburg. The 
printed collections of the Virginia 
Conference Minutes, in the editions 
of 1884, 1910, 1939, and 1950, have 
without exception included a _ brief 
report of the 1835 meeting as an 
English translation from a German 
record. 

Recently an account in German of 
the 1835 meeting has come to light. 
It occurs on four leaves of a small 
ledger booklet which also includes 
some deacon accounts for the years 
1835-1857. Unfortunately the second 
leaf of the conference report is miss- 
ing. No evidence is present to indi- 
cate the authorship of the records in 
the booklet. A label on the back of 
the book bears the name of Jacob 
R. Hildebrand (1816-1899) of Au- 
gusta County, who was a bishop in 
the Upper District after the Civil 
War. Another label bears the name 
of Michael Shank (1829-1905), Day- 
ton, Virginia, who was a deacon in 
the Middle District at about the 
same time. No doubt both of these 
brethren possessed the book at va- 
rious times, but they were young, 
unordained persons at the time of 
the 1835 meeting. How the book 
came into their possession is not 
known. A few years ago it was 
given to Harry A. Brunk, who has 
turned it over to the Historical Li- 
brary and Archives at Eastern Men- 
nonite College. 

It is not altogether clear whether 
or not this was the text from which 
the English translation was made in 
1884. If so, the missing leaf was 
present at that time. In any case, 
the translation was a very free one. 
There is no evidence in the German 
text, for example, that the meeting 
was held at Weaver’s. We may as- 
sume that the meeting was an offi- 
cial one of Virginia Conference be- 
cause of the representation present 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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1835 MEETING 
(Continued from Page 1) 


and the nature of the proceedings. 
Also it was held in April, the cus- 
tomary time for the spring confer- 
ence. In the German language, how- 
ever, it is simply named a “Pretiger 
Zusammen Kunft.” 

A transcription of the German text 
follows below, succeeded by a trans- 
lation into English. It is interesting 
to note that in Virginia, as was else- 
where the custom among Mennonites 
in America, the deacon office was 
designated by the German “altester,” 
which can only be translated lit- 
erally as “elder.” 


German Text 


Rackinham Caunty Virginien den 
10 aprill 1835 War unsere Pretiger 
Zusammen Kunft Wo die folgenten 
Diener bey einander Waren namlich 
Abraham Neuschwander Peter 
Burckholter Daniel Guth Friederich 
Roth Beniamin Wenger und Marty 
Kindig Von augusti Caunty und Da- 
vid Hiitwohl altester die alten Bru- 
ter Henrich Schenck und Michael 
Staufer und Johanes Faber Von au- 
gusti Caunty haben Wegen schwach- 
lichkeit und Kranckheit nicht Konen 
beywohnen der Bruter Daniel Schoh- 
walter hat auch Wegen Kranckheit 
seines Weibs nicht Kénen beywoh- 
nen der Bruter Antoni Roth altester 
War auch nicht mit uns 


Wir die benahmten die mit ein- 
ander Versamelt Waren... (leaf 
missing) der armen und bedirf- 
tigen glieter oder Wo sonst etwas zu 
bezahlen ist das zu der gemeine ge- 
hort so soll es alle mahl mit der ge- 
meine ihrem Rath gethan Werden 
man ist jetzt in der hofnung die ge- 
meine Wird mit diesem unserem 
Vorschlag Vereinigt sein dan es ist 
nichts neues oder unschriftmasiges 
dan Wir Konen Viel spuren und an- 
weisungen finden das es Von jezeiten 
fer eine Christliche ordnung und ge- 
brauch War steuer zu samlen Wo es 
noth War Christus hat dord gesagt 
arme habt ihr alle zeit bey euch und 
Wan ihr Wollet so Konet ihr ihnen 
gutes Thun Wir lesen in der apostel 
geschicht im llten Cap das unter 
den Jiingern beschloss ein jeglicher 
nach dem er Vermochte zu senden 
eine Handreichung den Bridern die 
in Judaéa Wohneten Wie sie dan 
auch Thaten und schickten es zu den 
altesten durch die hand Barnabas 
und Sauls erste Corinther am 16 
lesen Wir Wie Paulus die Corinther 
angewissen hat Wie sie Thun sollen 
und sagt also Von der steuer aber 
die den Heiligen Wie ich den ge- 
meinen in galatien geordnet also 
Thut auch ihr auf einen jeglichen 
Sabbather lege bey sich selbst ein 
jeglicher unter euch und samle Was 
ihn gut diinckt auf das nicht Wan 
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A Plea For Unity 


By Ira D. LANDIS 


Granted that Nabuchodonosor, Na- 
bolassar, and Nabopollassar are the 
titles of the kings of Babylonia, as 
Pharoah is the titular designation 
for the rulers of Egypt (then two or 
more names need to be added to 
each after the title).' Granted that 
the city of Cologne, to please the 
Dutch, is changed to Keulen, and to 
please the Germans remains KoOln; 
that Basel, to be neighborly, allows 
the French to call it Bale; and that 
the cosmopolitan city of the League 
of Nations can be called Geneva 
(German), Genf (French) and Gen- 
ova (Italian). But why must our 
martyrs and earlier leaders be tor- 
tured similarly and all Mennonite 
historians and students be given a 
ride on a jack rabbit whenever they 
study our precious history! 

The Bishops Jonnie Graybill, Ben- 
edict Hershey, and Jacob N. Bru- 
bacher can be written without a sic. 
Even Henry Funk, in the Franconia 
History, is usually Heinrich Funck 
(p. 260) and Heinrich Funk to both 
Cassel? and Pennypacker.? 

Jacob de Roore in Martyrs’ Mirror 
(pp. 774, 775) is Jacob the Weaver 
(Ibid. 784, 788). Jan Wouterss in 
Van Braght’s classic (pp. 898, 905, 
919, 920, 922, 924) is Jan Wouterss 
Van Kuyck (p. 899a), Jan Van 
Kuyck Wouterss (p. 899b), John Van 
Kuyck (pp. 905a, 911), Jan Wouterss 
Kuyck (pp. 909b, 916, 920) and Jan 
Wouterss Van Kuyck (p. 924). That 
makes six different names in fifteen 
references to the same man. Since 
the Martyrs’ Mirror is often reprint- 
ed, a more readable copy, probably 
a new English translation, replacing 
the Joseph Sohm translation of 
three-quarters of a century ago, is 
vitally needed. 

Who is Sicke Freerks? Martyrs’ 
Mirror calls him Sicke Snyder (p. 


441). John Horsch says Sicke Fre- 
ricks Snyder (p. 187) and Sicke 
Snyder (p. 189). Samuel Geiser 


says Sicke Frericks and C. Henry 
Smith knows Sicke Freerks the tai- 
lor. Menno Simons in The Complete 
Writings also adds Sicke Snijder (p. 
668). Cassel assures us it is Sicke 
Schneider (p. 7). The Mennonite 
Encyclopedia does not use his name 
in the first three volumes. 

Then the Waterlander who wrote 
the book, still popular among the 
Amish, The Wandering Soul, is in 
The Mennonite Encyclopedia Jan 
Philip Schabalje; in the Mennonite 
Historical Bulletin, October, 1957, 
Jan Philip Schabaelje; in the Fran- 
conia Mennonite History (pp. 300, 


'Prideaux, The Old and New Testament 
Counceted in’ the History of Jews, 1, pp. 
7b, oH 

“Cassel, Mennonite History, 1800, p. 93. 


316) and The Story of the Mennon- 
ites (p. 211) J. P. Schabalie. Then 
in Horsch’s Mennonites in Europe 
(p. 248) and Mennonite Piety by 
Friedmann (pp. 111-115), we meet 
John Philip Schabalje. 

The record, however, goes to the 
author of the Enchiridion, an early 
Dutch Anabaptist leader (1504-1568). 
Take your choice of the following: 

1. D. Philips, Wander sendige der 
Predicanten c. 1559 (Copy in 
the Schwenkfelder Library). 

2. Dietrich Phillips—Martyrs’ Mir- 
ror, p. 686. 

3. Dirk Philipps—Cassel, Geschich- 
te der Mennoniten, p. 9; also 
English, pp. 12, 56, 57. 

4. Dietrick Phillips—Martyrs’ Mir- 


ror, p. 788. 

5. Dirrick Philips—Martyrs’ Mir- 
ror, p. 1080. 

6. Dirk Philip 
—Complete Works of Menno 


Simons, II, p. 96. 

—Taufgesinnte oder Mennoniten, 
A. Brons. 

7. Dirk Philips 

—Story of the Mennonites, C. 
Henry Smith. 

—Complete Writings of Meizno 
Simons, p. 480, 35c. 

—De Taufgesinnten Gemeinden, 
Samuel Geiser. 

—Mennonite Quarterly Review, 
July 1957. 

—Mennonite Historical Bulletin, 
October 1957. 


—Mennonite Life, April 1953, 
pp. 70-75. 

—Menno Simons’ Life and Writ- 
ings, p. 23. 


—Centennial History of Men- 
nonites of Illinois, Harry F. 
Weber, p. 10. 

—Religious Education and Men- 
nonite Piety, Paul R. Shelley, 


p. 21. 
—Mennonite Encyclopedia, in 
loco. 
8. Dietrich Philip 
—Mennonite Life, April 1958, 
pp. 70-75. 
—Complete Works of Menno 


Simons, II, p. 96. 
9. Dietrich Philips. 

—Mennonite Cyclopedic Diction- 
ary. 

—Mennonite Handbook of In- 
formation, L. J. Heatwole. 

—-Glimpses of Mennonite His- 
tory, Wenger, Index. 

—Franconia Mennonite History, 
p. 300. 

—Mennonite Quarterly Review, 
April 1958, p. 113. 


10. Dirck Philip— Mennonites in 
America, C. Henry Smith. 

11. Dirk Phillips—Mennonite Church 

History, Hartzler and Kauffman. 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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News and Notes 


JOHN HORSCH CONTEST. The 
judges for Class III of the John 
Horsch Mennonite History Essay 
Contest announced their decision to 
give the awards for 1957-58 to three 
students at the Christopher Dock 
Mennonite School. Ruth Landis won 
first prize with an essay titled, 
“History of the Salford Mennonite 
Church”; Evelyn K. Bechtel second, 
“The History and Growth of the 
Towamencin Mennonite Church”; 
and Anna Derstine third, “A History 
of the Souderton Church.” Class III 
is open to high school students. The 
judges for Classes I and II did not 
grant any awards for the 1957-58 
school year. Elsewhere in this issue 
of the Bulletin may be found the an- 
nouncement of the Contest for the 
1958-59 period. 


VAN DER SMISSEN LETTERS. 
Professor L. W. Forster of the Uni- 
versity College, London, England, 
has discovered in the University of 
Toronto Library a rich collection of 
Jacob Gysbert van der Smissen let- 
ters which were deposited there ‘by 
Professor van der Smissen who 
taught German in Toronto at the 
beginning of the century. Among 
the letters addressed to van der 
Smissen were some from Lavater 
and Jung-Stilling. Mr. Forster also 
possesses a copy of Annales Ana- 
baptistici written by Johann Hein- 
rich Ott, a seventeenth century Zu- 
rich theologian, who was interested 
in the Anabaptists. Ott’s unpub- 
lished travel diary mentions attend- 
ance at Anabaptist church services 
in Holland during the 1640’s. M.G. 


NICKEL DIARY. Katharine Nickel 
of Reedley, California, author of 
Seed from the Ukraine, spent sev- 
eral weeks in October at the Goshen 
College Mennonite Historical Li- 
brary reading the extensive letters 
of her father, Johann F. Nickel, 
which appeared in the Nebraska 
Ansiedler, beginning in 1878 and 
continuing in the Mennonitische 
Rundschau. Miss Nickel possesses 
the unpublished diary of her father 
for the years 1875-80, beginning 
with his trip from Russia to Amer- 
ica. 


EARLY AMISH HISTORY. History 
of the First Amish Mennonite Com- 
munities in America, M.A. thesis by 
Grant M. Stoltzfus, was copied re- 
cently by multilith process and made 
available by the Research Depart- 
ment of Eastern Mennonite College. 
The 112-page thesis covers the his- 
tory of the Amish during the Colo- 
nial Period in America. It may be 
obtained for the price of $2.50 per 
copy postpaid from the Research 
Department of Eastern Mennonite 
College, Harrisonburg, Virginia. An 
article by Grant M. Stoltzfus, “Men- 


nonites in the Mid-Twentieth Cen- 
tury,” appeared in the October 1958 
number of Earnest Worker, a Sun- 
day school teachers’ monthly of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 


ARTICLES ABOUT THE AMISH. 
Articles about the Amish occur 
rather frequently in national peri- 
odicals, often with little more than 
curiosity value. One of more import 
was in The Wall Street Journal, 
November 3, 1958, with the title, 
“Amish Security and Amish Free- 
dom, Too.” Security without free- 
dom, the article states, is history’s 
bitterest jest. It asks for some sec- 
ond thoughts about the arrests of 
Amish in Eastern Ohio who for re- 
ligious scruples refuse to pay the 
Old Age and Survivors Insurance 
System levies. The September 27, 


1958, Maclean’s contained a major 
article on “Why the Amish Want No 
Part of Progress.” The article con- 
tained excellent photographs. 


HISTORY OF THE BRETHREN. A 
notable church history book off the 
press in 1958 was a 463-page, illus- 
trated history of the early Church 
of the Brethren: Donald F. Durn- 
baugh, European Origins of the 
Brethren, The Brethren Press, El- 
gin, Illinois. The work represents 
the diligent and fruitful efforts of a 
young scholar to bring together all 
the European records of that church. 
Although the Brethren had their 
origins in the 18th century they had 
many contacts with the Mennonites 
in Germany, Switzerland, and Hol- 
land, as this book reveals. 
(Continued on Page 4) 





John Horsch Mennonite History Essay Contest 
Sponsored by the Historical Committee of Mennonite 
General Conference—1958-59 


NAME: The John Horsch Mennonite History Essay Contest 


LEVELS: 1) “Class I’: College Seniors and Postgraduates 
2) “Class II”: College Freshmen, Sophomores and Juniors 
3) “Class IIT’: High School Students 
Prizes: 1) College Seniors and Postgraduates 
1) $10.00 2) MQR subscription, 2 years 3) MQR subscrip- 


tion, 1 year 


2) College Freshmen, Sophomores and Juniors: 
Same as for Seniors and Postgraduates 


3) High School Students: 


1) $5.00 2) MHB subscription, 2 years 3) MHB subscrip- 


tion, 1 year 
REGULATIONS: 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


JUDGES: 1) 


This contest 


The papers may treat congregational or institutional histories, 
biographies of past or present Mennonite leaders, rise of spec- 
ial organizations or interests in the Mennonite Church, or any 
subject intimately related to the history of the Mennonite 
Church. The papers should do more than merely summarize 
an article on the same subject already in print. A variety of 
sources should be used for every essay. 

Papers must be either neatly written in ink, one side only, 
with wide margins, or typed. Name and permanent mailing 
address on last page of essay. (If papers are typed, please 
double-space. ) 

Papers must be submitted to the first judge listed below for 
each category, by May 1, 1959. 

Both the research reflected and the literary quality in evi- 
dence will be considered, with a relatively higher considera- 
tion being given to research as one moves up from Class III 
to Class I. 


Class I: Irvin B. Horst, Chairman, E.M.C., Harrisonburg, 

Virginia, Grant Stoltzfus and H. S. Bender 

Class II: J. A. Hostetler, Chairman, Menn. Pub. House, Scott- 
dale, Pa., Samuel S. Wenger and Ira D. Landis 

Class III: Melvin Gingerich, Goshen College, Goshen, Indiana, 
Gideon G. Yoder and Nelson Springer 


is sponsored by the Historical Committee to stimulate interest 


in our heritage of faith, to deepen our historical consciousness, and to 
strengthen church loyalty.. It is named for John Horsch (1867-1941), out- 
standing Mennonite scholar and writer. 
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A PLEA FOR UNITY 
(Continued from Page 2) 

Dietrich “Philip 

—Handbook (Elkhart, 1910 edi- 
tion), p. 132. 

—Handbook (Joseph Ehren- 
fried, 1811 edition). 

—Glimpses of Mennonite His- 
tory, Wenger, p. 79. 

Dirck Philips 

—Mennonites in Europe, John 
Horsch. 

—Mennonite History, 1927, Dan- 
iel Kauffman, pp. 42, 125. 

—Franconia Mennonite History, 
p. 316. 

—Menno Simons Complete Writ- 
ings, p. 480, footnote. 

—Glimpses of Mennonite His- 
tory, Wenger, pp. 16, 24, 25, 68. 

14. Dirk Philipsz — The Mennonite 
Encyclopedia, II, p. 65. 
15. Dirk Filips—The Mennonite En- 
cyclopedia, II, p. 65. 


Although a poor speller, one cer- 
tainly should be able to write this 
man’s name. Yet, no course on ear- 
ly Anabaptist history can detour him 
since he is important enough to have 
fifteen different treatments in twen- 
ty-eight authoritative sources in 
thirty-seven references in church 
history and literature. 

Do we need a study conference 
about the nomenclature of church 
leaders? Should N. van der Zijpp 
and Ernst Crous be invited to agree 
too? Definitely, something should 
be done, in addition to writing The 
Mennonite Encyclopedia.* This writ- 
er pleads for unity, some agreement 
to replace the present state of con- 
fusion. We cannot change the 
cloudy past, but we should portend 
a fairer future. 


2QOn the latter, The Mennonites Eneyelo 
pedia gives three renderings and to accen 
tuate the confusion adds two new ones. As 
a Swiss or German leader, he does not 
need a Spanish or Dutch connotation and 
orthography, and if Dutch, let the Duteh 
speak. If American, adopt either the way 
he wrote it as authentic. or the way it has 
come down to us. But decide, and then 
ever thereafter let all lesser authorities 
concur, 





NEWS AND NOTES 
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PENNSYLVANIA GERMAN MU- 
SEUM. The Pittsburgh Sun-Tele- 
graph Pictorial Living, October 5, 
1958, contained a full page illustrat- 
ed article by Dorothy Kantner on 
“New Museum Gets Historic Ex- 
hibits.” The article features Dr. 
Alta Schrock’s work as curator of 
the museum and executive director 
of the Springs Historical Society. 
The Meyersdale Republican has fea- 
tured the Festival of the Springs 
community, which opened October 
11. Dr. Schrock headed the commit- 
tees for the 1958 Festival, which is 


reviving the folk crafts and the 
folklore of this Pennsylvania Ger- 
man community. The October 2 is- 
sue of the Meyersdale paper carried 
a guest editorial by Alta Schrock on 
“The Spirit of the Community.” M.G. 





1835 MEETING 
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ich Komme dan allererst die steuer 
zu samlen sey mit diesen und derg- 
leichen schritstellen ist es Deutlich 
zu sehen dass die ersten Christen 
die steuer samlung Vor eine Vest- 
gesetzte Regel und ordnung gehalten 
haben und Christus hat dord eine 
sehr Trostliche erinerung und auf- 
munterung gemacht Vor die armen 
Wie Wir lesen Marcus im 12 Cap 
Wo es heisst und Jesus setzte sich 
gegen dem Gottes Kasten und 
schauete Wie das Volk gelt einlegte 
in den Gottes Kasten und Viele 
reiche legten Viel ein und es Kam 
eine arme Witwe und legte zwey 
scherflein ein die machen einen Hel- 
ler und er rief seine jiinger zu sich 
und sprach zu ihnen Wahrlich ich 
sage euch Diese arme Witwe hat 
mehr in den Gottes Kasten gelegt 
dan alle die eingelegt haben dan sie 
haben alle Von ihrem Ubrigen ein- 
gelegt diese aber hat Von ihrer ar- 
muth alles Was sie hat ihre gantze 
nahrung eingelegt hier sehen Wir 


dass den armen ihr geringes scharf- 


lein Vor Gott in gréserem Werth 
und ansehen ist als Wan die reich- 
en nur Von ihrem tberfluss einlegen 
doch so es aus liebe und aus frei- 
willigem Hertzen geschihet so ist es 
Gott angenehm dan der apostel 
Paulus sagt einen Frdélichen geber 
hat Gott lieb so Wollen Wir noch so 
sagen mit dem apostel Pauli alles 
Was ihr Thut das Thut Von Hertzen 
als dem Herrn und nicht den men- 
schen und Wisset dass ihr Von dem 
Herrn empfangen Werdet die Ver- 
geltung 


English Translation 

Rockingham County, Virginia, Ap- 
ril 10, 1835, was our preachers’ as- 
sembly, where the following officials 
(Diener) met together, namely, 
Abraham Niswander (Neuschwan- 
der), Peter Burkholder (Burckhol- 
ter), Daniel Good (Guth), Frederick 
Rhodes (Friederich Roth), Benjamin 
Wenger, and Martin Kendig (Marty 
Kindig) of Augusta County, and Da- 
vid Heatwole (Hiitwohl), elder 
(deacon). The aged brethren, Hen- 
ry Shenk (Schenck) and Michael 
Staufer and John Fauber (Faber) of 
Augusta County, were not able to 
be present on account of infirmity 
and sickness. Brother Daniel Sho- 
walter (Schohwalter), because of 
the illness of his wife, was unable to 
be present. Brother Anthony 
Rhodes (Roth), elder (deacon), 
was also not with us. 


We the (above-)named who were 
gathered with each other... (leaf 
missing) of the poor and needy 
members or where something else 
that pertains to the congregation 
(church) is to be paid, then it shall 
each time be done with the counsel 
of the congregation (church). It is 
now to be hoped that the congrega- 
tion (church) will be in accord 
with this our proposal, for it is noth- 
ing new or unscriptural, for we can 
find many traces and indications that 
it was from of old a Christian regu- 
lation and custom to gather contri- 
butions and to distribute where 
there was need. Christ once said, 
“You have the poor with you always 
and whenever you will, you may do 
them good.” We read in the Acts of 
the Apostles, in the 11th chapter, 
that each one among the disciples 
decided according to his ability to 
send assistance to the brethren who 
lived in Judea, as they then also did 
and sent it to the elders through the 
hand of Barnabas and Saul. (In) 
First Corinthians 16 we read how 
Paul advised the Corinthians how 
they should do and says, “Concern- 
ing the collection for the saints, as 
I have given order to the churches 
of Galatia even so do you. Upon the 
first day of the week let every one 
of you lay by him in store, as seems 
good to him, so that it be not neces- 
sary, when I come, first to gather 
the contributions.” 

With these and such Scripture 
passages it is clear to see that the 
early Christians considered the gath- 
ering of offerings a fixed rule and 
regulation. And Christ made a very 
comforting reminder and encourage- 
ment for the poor, as we read in 
chapter 12 of Mark, where it is 
written, “And Jesus sat down oppo- 
site the treasury (Gotteskasten) and 
observed how the people put money 
into the treasury: and many rich 
people put in much. And there came 
a poor widow and put in two mites, 
which make a farthing. And he 
called to him his disciples, and said 
to them, Verily I tell you, this poor 
widow has put more into the treas- 
ury, than all that have contributed: 
for they have all given of their 
abundance; but she of her want 
gave all that she had—her entire 
livelihood.” Here we see that the 
meager mite of the poor is of greater 
worth and recognition before God 
than when the rich give only of 
their surplus. If it is done out of 
love and out of a voluntary heart, 
then it is pleasing to God, for the 
Apostle Paul says God loves a cheer- 
ful giver. So we want further to 
say with the Apostle Paul, “All 
that you do, do it heartily as to the 
Lord, and not to men: and know 
that from the Lord you will receive 
the reward.” 








